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Manufacturer of 's. i) : 1 -
Embroided Lace & Fabrics :

PRIME LACE INDUSTRIES
(PVT.) LTD.

C-8, 5.1.1.E, Hyderabad
Tel: 022-3880107 Fax: 022-3880381
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= Domestic'Commearcial
Independent solar systems

= Golar Powered Street Lights

= Solar Tube well pumps

* Hybrid solution for
Telecom sectorBTS towers

" - Large Scale Photo Voltalc plants
SOLAR SOLUTIONS

w ALL DL INVERTER COMPRESSORS
» LATEST GENERATION INVERTER VRF
" LOWEST OPERATING COST IM INDUSTRY

+ A5% SAVINGS AT LOW LDAD
Hoame and Commancicl
i Condiflones

e -

DIESEL GENERATORS

£\ GUIDELIGHT inabie Solutions...

Jarwnd Towsar, Block-B, 41 Flod, Flal 2 6, Univonsdy Road, Peshawar-Posesion Pl 090-57 11454
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School olelne Art

P S T

Knowledge uf.hrt is based on
Circles and Triangles... K. i
(Hazret Khwaja Shamsuddin Azeemi) | ; 18

Weekly Classes of:

1. DRAWING

2. PAINTIMG (Oil, Acrylics, Watercolor)
3. CALLIGRAPHY (Arabic,Urdu, English)

FOR
1. Students (Beginners and Advanced)

Get your registration asap...
Contact:

03400282786, 03470003738
Concept-Artist:

Hamed Ibraheem Azeemi

f HamedAzeemi
ENIGMA School of Fine Art '

Intro Classes in Phalia (MB Din).
From February 2020




The Secret of a
Beautiful Smile

DE NTP.L

innov\|ations

Clinic

Dental Implants

Aesthetic Dentistry
Teeth Whitening, Porcelain Crowns,
Veneers, Ceramic Restorations
Restorative Dentistry
Crown & Bridge, Root Canal Traatment
Orthodontics
Fined And Removable Braces, Invisible Braces

General Dentistry
Extractions, Fillings. Dentures
Preventive Dentistry
Pit Fissure Sealants, Scaling, Rool Planning
Minor Oral Surgery
Impaction (Wisdom Teeth), Apicectomy
Pediatric Dentistry
Space Maintainers, Steel Crowns

LAHORE QUETTA
LG 136, Siddiq Trade Center Balochistan Medical Center

Main Boulevard Guiberg. Prince Road / Fatima Jinnah Road,
0301 2399901 - 042 2581711 081 26836448 - 081 2825275

0300 8511747 0300 3811747
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Manufacturer of
Liner & Floating Paper

PRIME PACK INDUSTRIES

C-21, 5.I.T.E, Hyderabad
Tel: 022-3880627

Fax: 022-3880381
- —ee————
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He spoke softly as if in intro-
spection, “Everything in this
world is impermanent. What
seems to be boiling is only to
eventually settle down and bring
clarity to our lives.”

“Let us summarise the way for-
ward then!” The master’s voice
resounded in the valley. “The in-
gredients inside the teapot repre-
sent the unveiled Divine
knowledge that is already within
the seeker. The water represents
the flow of awareness that the
master pours on the veiled
knowledge. What is poured into
you is poured out of you; nothing
on this path is for you to own and
nothing can be hoarded. All that is
given to you is for sharing
amongst those who you meet. The
fire that brews the tea represents
the challenges and the experiences
of the seeker. The process of
brewing represents the seeker ex-
periencing life. When the brewed
tea spreads its aroma, the seeker is
ready to be poured out into the
teacups that are looking for a sip
of the wisdom they have painstak-
ingly gathered within them.”

The master said softly, “A cup of
tea is the greatest reception a mas-
ter can offer to a seeker. The cup
of tea represents awareness. After
drinking tea, you cannot go to
sleep; hence tea is one of the most
important symbols of awakening.”

The master stopped speaking
and the whole valley was silent. It
was as if the universe was mes-
merised by the master’s wisdom.

(Episode —8)

L eo@ee——
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It is not established who decided
to brew tea leaves in boiling wa-
ter in order to extract its flavour.
However, as per one of the leg-
ends, it was Emperor Shen Nung
of ancient China, who acci-
dentally discovered this refresh-
ing beverage.

It is said that he drank warm wa-
ter as a precautionary measure to
assist better health and hygiene.

Once, during his travels, he and
his entourage stopped to rest.
The servants boiled water for
drinking. The wind blew, and
brought with it dried leaves from
the nearby shrub; some of them
fell into the pot, and changed the
colour of water to brown.

The Emperor liked to explore
and innovate. He found the aro-
ma of the brew refreshing. As he
sipped on the tea, he felt it reach-
ing every part of his body, as if it
were investigating it. Hence, he
named the brew “Cha” which

means to investigate. Its con-
sumption spread across China,
and then to the rest of the world.

It is a tradition in many Asian
cultures to present a steaming
well brewed tea to guests on
their arrival.
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this stage, if you try to pour it out,
some sediments will also pour
out. In other words, the seeker
may offer their interpretation of
wisdom rather than the wisdom in
its pure state to the seekers around
them. The tea, therefore, requires
to be left alone so that the sedi-
ments settle down and after a
while, pure tea decoction floats
up. This is a state where the seek-
er has completely surrendered
their personal views and is only
filled with the wisdom in its pur-
est unadulterated form. The
strainer then further strains the tea
and separates the final residues,
which means the master then fur-
ther refines and purifies the seek-
er. The tea that is poured out now
is in its best form, or rather the
seeker who has gone through this
process of training at this stage is
ready to represent the wisdom to
the universe. Remember, the qual-
ity of the tea in the teapot decides
the crowd around it. The external
beauty of the pottery becomes
worthless if the tea is not brewed
to perfection.” The master paused
to look at him.

He had a question, “Are we all
designed to behold the Divine
wisdom. Like teapots, are we all
created strong enough to behold
the boiling tea within us?”

“Every person is tested through
their life like the teapot, to bring
them to the strength that is needed
to behold the boiling tea within it.
Clay is rolled and patted out con-
tinuously so that it does not dry up
before being molded. It is spun on
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a spinning wheel so that it does not
crumble until it assumes a perfect
shape. It is then baked in an oven
so that it is not cracked easily.
Once cooled, it is fumed, brushed
and painted so that it remains
tough enough to endure the slow
brewing of tea within it. What
have you understood from this?”

He replied, “Every experience
in life is strengthening me to
move towards my Creator and for
the pouring of the Divine light of
wisdom into me.”

The master smiled and contin-
ued, “Indeed. Now visualise a
teacup. If you want to be poured a
cup of tea, you must always keep
your teacup empty. When you
practice the art of ‘I don’t know’,
you will learn more. When you
are filled to the brim with what
you know, what others pour into
you will overflow. What have you
understood from this?”

He replied in humility again, “I
must engage in emptying myself
from my accumulated knowledge
every single day to receive the
pour of wisdom.”

Satisfied with his answer, the
master spoke further, “Focus on
the process of brewing; the tea
leaves reach the top when they are
being boiled. This is how the heat
of your experiences brew you into
a perfect sip of tea. But as the
brewing stops, and you switch off
the heat, the tea leaves settle
down. Likewise, after every chal-
lenge that unsettles us, negativity
settles down and clarity sets in.
What have you learnt from this?”
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ways dry. Live in this world, but
remain untouched by it. Be the
change you want the world to see
and learn. When people see the
change in you, when they see you
radiating happiness, when they
feel love emanating from you,
they will ask you who guided you
to this state; it is then that you can
mention me if you wish. The ants
do not need directions to find a jar
of sugar, and the sugar has to
make no effort to attract the ants
towards it. They will find each
other effortlessly. Focus on filling
your jar with sugar.”

He was now not surprised that
his master had read his mind, and
marveled at his master’s ability to
make everything so simple to
understand.

“Do you enjoy tea?” The master
asked him.

“Yes,” he replied quickly.

“Visualise a teapot — it repre-
sents a seeker. The empty space
within the teapot represents the
void that makes the seeker restless
as they constantly urge to fill
themselves up to the brim. How-
ever, you will notice that the tea-
pot has an inbuilt strainer, which
strains the brewed tea before it
pours down into the teacups. This
strainer represents the thinking
pattern we adopt. When a seeker
adopts the thinking pattern of
their spiritual master, no matter
what is brewed within them, they
only pour out as the purest form
of tea. Now bring your focus on to
the spout, it represents the con-
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nection between the seeker and
the outer world. The seeker not
only has the responsibility of fill-
ing themselves up with wisdom,
but also has the task of pouring
the wisdom out on to the seeckers
around them, just like a spout that
pours tea from within the pot into
the empty cups that are held in
front of it.”

The master saw him listening
with rapt attention and was
pleased.

“Now let us focus on the tea.
While the seeker thinks they are
empty, they are already filled with
a unique combination of elements
to become great tea. In other
words, each soul is already em-
bedded  with the  Divine
knowledge and unique combina-
tion of skills that will be useful to
the world. When the seeker ap-
pears before the master, the mas-
ter pours the right quantity of the
water of awareness and voila, the
tea leaves hidden at the base of
the teapot begin to float up. In
other words, the seeker becomes
aware of the wisdom and skills
that lay dormant within them. The
master then sets the tea for brew-
ing on a low flame for a good
amount of time. In other words,
the master takes the seeker
through a great deal of life experi-
ences. Once the tea is cooked
well, the aroma spreads in the
room. You could say that this
represents the stage where the
inner light of the seeker begins to
glow outwards. But the tea is not
yet ready to be poured out as at
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Circle of Life

“Everything in this world is impermanent. What seems to be boiling is

only to eventually settle down and bring clarity to our lives.

”

“What does it mean to be in
total surrender?” He asked again.

The master smiled and said, “A
good student is one who remains
like a dead body. A dead body
remains unaffected when chopped
into pieces, pushed around or hu-
miliated. Nothing can disturb its
state of stillness.” The words of
the master were profound and
kept pushing him into deeper con-
templation.

The master continued, “Every
particle in this universe has been
created with information embed-
ded within it. This information
can be referred to as its formula of
existence. Creations are pro-
grammed with the shape, dimen-
sion, and colour they will assume.
They are also automated with
their functions, capabilities and
more. As mankind was chosen to
be the vicegerent of God, they
were  bestowed  with  the
knowledge of the formulae of
creation pertaining to every crea-
ture in the universe. Therefore, if
a person finds themselves, they
will also find the knowledge of
the formulae of creation. It is then
that they will need nothing; for
everything will be within them.”

“Our DNA, the cornea of our
eye, the leaves of trees, butter-
flies, snowflakes, blooming flow-
ers, crystals and precious stones,
the shell of a fish, the stars in the
sky, the galaxy that we spiral in,
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the water we drink, and the air we
breathe in all emerge from a time-
less code or formulae. Every cre-
ation can be compared to the bulb
of an onion. There are layers upon
layers of information which once
peeled patiently will lead us to the
core of its existence.” The master
paused and took a deep breath in.

“Master, please give me more
detailed guidelines to be able to
lead a life that will lead me to rec-
ognise myself and my Creator,” he
implored.

The master walked silently
ahead towards the mountains. The
clouds had dispersed and the sky
was light and clear. He followed
his master, not wanting to miss a
single moment of their time to-
gether. His heart had submitted
itself to his master. He no longer
knew who he was. Whatever he
knew had been deemed redundant
in the last two days.

As he watched the luminous
figure of his master walk ahead of
him, he thought, “I want the
whole world to know my master. I
want them to realise how invalua-
ble his wisdom is.”

The master suddenly stopped,
turned to look at him and said
sternly, “You will talk about me
to no one! Your only task is to
work on yourself and be like the
swan in water. A swan lives in
water and yet its feathers are al-
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ance on how to live life on earth.
Unfortunately, we have gone so far
against the manifested guidance,
that it will have far reaching
consequences.

This is the point of drastic
measure where humanity is cur-
rently at. It is the beginning of the
next cycle of destruction, and will
witness earthquakes, floods, fires,
and viruses causing much strife to
humanity. An event of this calibre
can be reversed only when one
adheres and acts upon the guid-
ance given in the holy scriptures
and books. Nothing else can save
us. Nations will be destroyed just
as the nations before them.

What fascinates me, is that today,
even with the advancement in tech-
nology, we are not capable of pro-
ducing a replica of the pyramids in
Egypt. It shows that the level of
thinking required to understand the
natural laws to implement such a
project is lacking within us.

Though we feel that we have
reached the pinnacle of civilisation,
yet the nation that built the pyra-
mids and no longer exists amongst
us, achieved something that we
could not. God has consistently
described how nations are de-
stroyed for not contemplating their
existence, going far in the opposite
extreme in their love for wealth,
power, and materialistic tendencies.
Unfortunately, as it stands, since
we are not aware of the Divine
knowledge within us, that is wait-
ing to be discovered, we are not
fulfilling our purpose on earth.

So much money has been wasted
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in creating weapons that serve no
purpose, other than destruction.
The abundance could have been
used to preserve the planet and in
making it more beautiful. With the
methods of trade being efficient,
everyone could have met with their
needs to a point where everyone
reached self-sufficiency and pros-
perity. This could have then paved
way for us to put our differences
aside and focus on our inner life.
To summarise, this money could
have been used to make time for us
to live our life on earth in peace,
and achieve our purpose of estab-
lishing connection with our Crea-
tor. Yet, we have squandered this
bounty through our carelessness,
despite having all the resources
needed to survive in this world.

Nature stores knowledge that
will always benefit mankind. Yet,
nature also has a defence mecha-
nism. When it senses a threat to the
infrastructure of the programme
and the rules that were set upon it
to create order, it takes an impartial
judgment. Just like a factory reset
in a phone, it deletes the data that
already exists on it. This is unfor-
tunately the state of humanity. This
has happened to nations before.

I understand within my limited
knowledge that whenever some-
thing is made, it will be used. Yet,
I feel that if we begin our lives
again by following the path that
God has set for us, and ignore the
pattern of thinking that involves
destruction, the world will be-
come a better place to live in.

b i

/,x%/;ﬁ;, Celb



Atom

If we begin our lives again by following the path that God has set for us,
and ignore the pattern of thinking that involves destruction, the world

will become a better place to live in.

There are two patterns of think-
ing. While one pattern is construc-
tive, the other is destructive. One
way of thinking views an atom as
a means of producing energy, and
the other, views it as a source to
create weapons for mass destruc-
tion. Spiritual scholars state that
this world has seen about 17 cy-
cles of destruction followed by
recreation. This is an astonishing
figure, especially considering how
a civilisation begins.

Mankind goes through a process
of learning the skills of hunting for
survival, followed by methods of
farming and finally learns how to
preserve food. This advancement
from the stage of hunting to the
present era of modern technology
has taken thousands of years. I
wonder how old mankind really is,
considering the difficulty they have
gone through to reach the peak and
then lost their way each time.

If we examine the number of
cycles of destruction the earth has
gone through, as well as the gifts
the planet has given us, it is clear
that there is a system governing
the world and our existence. This
system has laws that keeps the
entire universe running in perfect
equilibrium. Even if one of the
elements were to be removed, the
entire system would cease to
function.

This seems similar to a software

srore 30

148

programme that has a lot of fea-
tures that help and serve us. The
sun shines upon us, the rain helps
clear the air and gives plants their
nourishment, and the stars act as a
mode for navigation. The list of
features is endless.

It is unfortunate that we have
become so complacent with the
man made manual that guides our
lives, that we have gone down the
path of selfishness, greed and lust
for power. I cannot even begin to
imagine what the thousands of
nuclear bombs could do to this
beautiful world.

Imagine all that we have built
turning to ashes before our eyes,
and the remnants of humanity hav-
ing to start a civilisation all over
again. Rebuilding with no technol-
ogy, no ready-made houses, super-
markets, clothes shops or yes, even
social media. With no tools to as-
sist us, we would focus on nothing
but attaining basic needs like food,
water and shelter.

The so-called development un-
der the guise of creating a nuclear
deterrent is something that goes
completely against the natural
laws. A powerful weapon such as
this, which is created to burn eve-
rything, is not included in the orig-
inal life manual for earth. This
manual only has peace and securi-
ty for all creatures. The holy scrip-
tures and books give us clear guid-
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hunt, and consequently, it looks
for eggs elsewhere.

Combfish play dead, and swim
in a strange manner. All nearby
fish assume that they are very sick
or near death. Thus, any fish that
does not consider it a threat goes
near Combfish to eat it, and be-
comes the victim of deception.
The Combfish attacks and eat it
instead. In South East Brazil, a
group of Combfish displayed suc-
cessful feats of acting and per-
formed five hunts in just fifteen
minutes.

R R

Like human beings, fish also
cooperate, work in teams, and
possess sympathy. When Zebra
Lionfish sees smaller fish, they go
to their fellows and spread their
wings, inviting them to capture
their prey collectively. This coop-
eration is not limited to one specie
alone, rather, they include mem-
bers from other species too.

Before going on a hunt, Coral
Grouper fish invite Moray Eel
fish. Grouper fish are three to four
feet long while Moray Eel fish are
approximately ten feet long. To
invite Moray Eel fish, Grouper
fish move their head in front of
the Eel fish’s homes. During the
hunt, if there are spaces that the
Eel fish cannot go, the Coral
Grouper fish will hunt instead,
and vice versa.

R OSR O#ROHR

There are almost 121 species of
fish that act as helpers. These
small fish clean the bodies of big-
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ger fish. They acquire food from
the pieces of food and insects
stuck inside the mouth and teeth
of the bigger fish.

Specific locations are designat-
ed in the oceans as cleaning sta-
tions where all big fish gather to
get themselves cleaned.

In order to acquire a client,
helper fish move and dance
around big fish. The big fish real-
ise this and become still, thus sig-
naling the smaller fish to start
cleaning.

When cleaning begins, the big
fish become so peaceful that it
seems as if they are sleeping.

The helper fish even eat harm-
ful bacteria that can only be seen
through a microscope. If the skin
of a big fish has been damaged for
any reason and it causes pain, the
small helper fish cut it out and
separate it.

When big fish open their mouths,
the helper fish enter and clean their
jaws, and even their throats. No big
fish, not even the most dangerous
ones like the shark, cause any harm
to helper fish.

The examples and researches
mentioned in this article prove
that fish are a skillful and intelli-
gent creature. When the intelli-
gence and lifestyle of fish is ob-
served, a question arises in the
mind: What is the difference be-
tween mankind and fish?
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The Yellowhead Jawfish uses
shells to make its home stronger.
Two types of fish provide oxygen
in their homes for usage in times
of need. These include the Giant
Mudskipper and the Goby fish.
The last room of their burrow is
for oxygen storage. This room is
constructed in a manner that oxy-
gen stays trapped inside it.

For instance, if a glass is placed
upside down on water, an air
pocket remains stored inside the
glass. These fish accumulate oxy-
gen from the surface and store it
inside the room. During an experi-
ment, when oxygen was removed
from their oxygen chamber, they
accumulated oxygen and stored
it again.

R R HR R

Some fish construct hills, which
is a tiring and challenging task for
them. Hornyhead Chub fish,
which are 3.5 to 4 inches long,
construct a hill at the time they
lay eggs. Firstly, they select a
place or plot and clean it. Then,
they bring pebbles of approxi-
mately 0.5 or 0.25 inches in their
mouths and place them in a cer-
tain sequence. In order to con-
struct a home of 2-3 feet in length,
1-3 feet in width and 2-6 inches in
height, approximately ten thou-
sand pebbles are required. The hill
is constructed in the direction of
the flow of water so that the eggs
keep receiving oxygen. At times,
they even steal pebbles from their
relative’s houses.

Some fish live in nests, and for
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this purpose, the male fish com-
bine aquatic plants with a sticky
liquid that secretes from their
bodies. When the nest is con-
structed, the female fish lay eggs
inside the nest, and the male fish
protect the eggs and the children.

RO R R R

The concept of social awareness
is also present among fish. They
remember the abilities and quali-
ties of other fish and deal with
them accordingly. For example, if
a fish loses a fight with another
fish, the former avoids crossing
the path of the latter.

They know their neighbours,
and have sympathy for them in
their hearts. This fact is demon-
strated by the display of offensive
behaviour when strangers enter
their neighbourhood. In contrast,
they show no offence to their
neighbours. Moreover, they also
recognise fellows with whom
their hunts have been unsuccess-
ful, yielding less food. Thus, in
future, they do not add them to
their team, and find new
companions.

It has been examined that a fe-
male fish saw two male fish
fighting each other. It chose the
winner as her mate.

Some fish are experts in acting
and they truly deserve an award
for this. When the Three Spined
Stickleback fish see that another
fish is going to attack their home
and eat their eggs, they leave their
abode and go to some other place.
This action deludes the fish on the
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Fish playing underwater football

food was given to it.

EE IR

Human beings and other ani-
mals use amenities in environ-
ments to make their lives comfort-
able. For instance, vultures throw
the egg of an ostrich on rocks to
break it. A similar example is
found in the world of fish. The
Tusk fish holds a shell in its
mouth and strike it against a rock.
The shell breaks, and thus, it eats
the insect within the shell.

The way an Archerfish targets
its prey is an excellent depiction of
its immense mental and physical
abilities. Insects are present in
plants that exist nearby water. The
Archerfish comes out of the water
and throws water through its
mouth to attack the insects, that
works like an arrow. It does not
miss the target, and the water hits
the insect, which falls into water,
at which point the Archerfish
eats it.

While citing the intelligence of
fish, it would be unfair to ignore
the cheerful and friendly marine
creature — the Dolphin. Dolphins
find small fish hidden under sand.
Before doing this, they place a
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sponge-like plant on its nose to
save themselves from getting hurt,
from the friction caused by the
sand.

This method adopted by dol-
phins shows that they possess the
knowledge of the characteristics
of things. Dolphins enjoy music,
dance to their favourite tune and
can also produce a whistling
sound. They can be trained to
paint too. Dolphins show brilliant
gymnastic feats, and it pleases
them when their audience appreci-
ates it. There are even numerous
incidents where dolphins have
saved many human lives from
drowning.

R R R

It is not only human beings that
have houses. So too do sparrows
and lions, and even some species
of fish construct houses. Mostly,
their homes are in the form of
burrows and they prefer a place
made of soft mud. The length and
structure of their burrows vary,
however. Usually, a burrow is
approximately six metres long,
and it has several tunnels and
rooms. There are rooms for rest-
ing and laying eggs.

A’}/,Cﬁ:.ﬂ (w1



the sea shall declare unto thee.”
(Job, 12:8)

Mahatma Gautam Buddha de-
scribed fish to be a symbol of
happiness,  productivity  and
abundance.

The intelligence of human be-
ings is gauged on the basis of
their memory, learning abilities,
their capability to use the environ-
ment in a positive way, social
awareness, constructions, cleanli-
ness, teamwork, etc. Now, since
we are discussing fish, we should
look to see if all these abilities or
perhaps even more are present
within them.

SRR K OHR

The role of memory is very im-
portant in the utilisation of one’s
abilities. ~ Fish also  possess
memory, and spend their lives re-
lying on it, learning lessons
through their experiences. For in-
stance, Carp fish avoid going to
places where they have faced any
unpleasant incidents or have been
attacked by bigger fish, for
months.

Traversing through areas sur-
rounded by water, and that too in
the absence of any pathways or
roads, demands the traveller have
proper maps to navigate properly.
Fish have the ability to store maps
and images of the surroundings in
their minds, and also the ability to
navigate through directions to
reach far off places.

Salmon fish are born in rivers,
and then travel towards the ocean
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where they spend a period of two
to six years. They then travel a
distance of about 1,400 km to
reach their place of origin, where
they had spent only a little time of
their childhood. This journey is
evidence of the presence of long-
term memory within them.

Another example is that of a
Channel Catfish. In an experi-
ment, a fish familiarised itself
with a specific sound, and was
provided food after hearing that
sound. This practice was later
discontinued. However, five years
later, when the same practice was
repeated to inform the fish to eat
food, it revived her old memories;
the fish recognised the sound, and
came to the surface to get food.

Dear readers, you can also train
fish to accomplish different tasks.
Here is a practical demonstration:

Goldfish adorn aquariums in
houses. Tubes of three different
colours were placed inside an
aquarium, and through one tube,
food was provided to the fish.
After some time, the practice to
feed through that tube was
stopped. However, after one year,
when the same tube was placed
inside water, the goldfish immedi-
ately gravitated around that tube.

The picture on the next page
shows a fish playing underwater
football. The fish was trained in
such a way that whenever it
scored a goal, it was provided
with food. The fish thus learnt the
trick to obtain food. It scored a
goal whenever it felt hungry, and
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The Thief Fish

The concept of social awareness is also present among fish. They re-
member the abilities and qualities of other fish and deal with them ac-
cordingly. For example, if a fish loses a fight with another fish, the for-
mer avoids crossing the path of the latter.

Dear readers, I am sure you
have read the story of Prophet
Jonah (PBUH). When people did
not accept his message, he decid-
ed to leave them. He boarded the
ship, which was later caught in
storm.

During those times, people be-
lieved that a ship was bound to
meet a storm if a fugitive slave
embarked it. As a storm surround-
ed them, the captain of the ship
addressed the passengers and said,
“If a fugitive slave is on board, he
must jump in the water, otherwise
all the passengers will drown.”

When Prophet Jonah (PBUH)
heard this, he remembered that he
had left Nineveh without waiting
for God’s orders. He told the
captain, “I set off on this journey
without waiting for the directions
of my Master. Thus, I am that
slave who is responsible for this
ship being caught in this storm.”

However, the captain did not
want to permit such a distin-
guished personality to jump in the
river. When the intensity of the
storm increased, it was decided
that they should all draw lots to
decide who jumped overboard. In
all three of the draws, Prophet
Jonah’s (PBUH) name appeared.

Thus, the passengers were
compelled to  throw  him
crete 23
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overboard. As soon as he was
thrown in the sea, a huge fish
swallowed him.

It is described in the Holy
Quran, “And had he not been one
of those who glorify God, he
would have tarried in its belly till
the day when they are raised.
Then We cast him on a desert
shore while he was sick; and We
caused a tree of gourd to grow
above him; (Quran, 37:143-146)

According to the Torah, he re-
mained in the stomach of the fish
for three days and three nights.

A fish is a creature with many
abilities. Research says that there
are approximately 33,100 identi-
fied species of fish, while many
others have become extinct.

A fish is an intelligent creation
and it is blessed with amazing
aptitudes. According to a re-
search, there is a type of fish in
which its digestive system oper-
ates as per its own discretion. This
ability has not yet been discov-
ered in any other living being. Not
only this, but science also says
that they breathe as per their will.

Regarding the intelligence of
fish, the Bible says,

“Or speak to the earth, and it
shall teach thee: and the fishes of
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world. His tale of love is known
to the whole world now.”

I bowed my head as I was una-
ble to comprehend this example, it
simply did not sink into my intel-
lect. How was it that Majnun
transformed Layla and made her
beautiful?

I sighed thinking that the treas-
ure was not for me. Despite that, |
struggled hard to become a
Majnun. I had great respect and
reverence for him, but what love
was, I did not know. Exhausted, I
stopped struggling.

——

“Brother, will this outfit be
stitched by tomorrow?” A cus-
tomer asked me as he placed cloth
on the counter.

I said, “It is not possible as it is
wedding season.”

“Then, by when will it be
ready?” He asked again.

“In about five or six days,” 1
replied.

“Ok. Please accept this cloth
and take the measurements,” he
said.

While writing out the receipt, 1
asked for his name, to which he
smiled and said, “Shams!”

In the midst of sizzling heat,
hundreds of dense clouds ap-
peared. Fierce lightning struck my
heart. Eyes, that were dry for years
were flooded with tears. The flood
of tears washed my entire exist-
ence away. | apologised to the
customer, sat behind the counter
and burst into tears. I kept weep-

Srore 4301

155

ing not knowing for how long.

It felt as if my mother was
standing afar and smiling at me.

It rained so heavily amidst the
sunlight that the barren land of my
heart became moist. The one who
thought of himself as a Majnun,
was in fact, Layla. Who was I to
adorn and groom anyone? It was
me who needed grooming. By
allowing me a place in his heart,
he adorned and transformed me
into a Layla, and 1 became the
Layla. Love was not for me, and |
was never a lover. Even today, 1
am not capable of loving, but now
I see myself as Layla. Neither can
I love nor do I have the ability to
walk on this difficult path of love.
But yes, love drizzles over me at
every moment. | am a very shal-
low person. When the bowl fills,
my bowl overflows and in the
midst of the blazing heat, it begins
to rain.

What do you know of the rain
that pours through sunshine?

What do you know of the heat of
separation?

When you were so distant from
me, my beloved;

Bangles and bracelets on my
wrists hummed songs in your re-
membrance.

When thoughts of you crossed my
mind,

I laughed and laughed as I cried,

And once more, rain poured
through the sunshine.

——
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rather, it is he who has chosen
you. Go and bring sweets for eve-
ryone. From now on, no matter
where you go, I am not worried. I
am finally content.”

I could not comprehend the
depth in my mother’s words. I
thought of how innocent she was
to think in that way. If it was not
for me searching for my master
for eighteen years, would I have
found him?

—

My mother often said that the
beloved has a cure for all illness-
es. After taking the oath of alle-
giance, I met him for the first time
amidst a crowd of people who
loved him dearly. However, I did
not feel anything. There was no
storm nor chaos within the depths
of my heart, but the other disci-
ples who were around me felt
differently.

The words of my master were
like an ocean. He explained the
difference between the body and
the soul so that we gained aware-
ness of our reality.

I had a philosophical mindset; I
looked for the reasons and cause
behind everything. Therefore, it
took me several years to under-
stand his teachings.

During this period, several idols
within me broke down, one after
another. But, unlike the other stu-
dents, I did not feel any yearning
within me. I listened to his words,
and contemplated them. Since
childhood, I had seen disciples in
love with their master, but was
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never moved by this. Perhaps,
love was just not meant for me!

This is a treasure not
reserved for everyone.

One day, I told my master, “I am
unable to fall in love with you.”

He smiled and replied, “Brother,
why should you love me? Howev-
er, if it is possible for you to love,
you may!”

I felt anxious, how can ‘I’ love?
If T had known how to love, I
would have mastered it by now.

I asked no further questions and
he remained silent too.

Several years passed, but no
flower bloomed in the desert of
my heart. I often wondered how I
could love him. He says, “A mag-
net attracts iron. Iron does not
have the potential to attract a
magnet.”

My heart was filled with appre-
hensions, and the feeling that my
spiritual master did not love me,
grew stronger. This is why I felt
that I did not feel his love.

Once again, I mustered up cour-
age to speak to him and said, “I
am unable to love you.”

The kind master knew that I
was riding on the horse of intel-
lect, and that I saw everything
through the same lens.

He said, “Brother, the beloved
needs to be adorned within. The
beloved becomes whatever you
make of them. Layla was the most
beautiful woman for Majnun. The
love of Majnun turned Layla into
the most beautiful woman in the
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What do you know of the rain
that pours through sunshine ?

What do you know of the heat of
separation?

When you were so distant from
me, my beloved;

Bangles and bracelets on my
wrists hummed songs in your re-
membrance.

When thoughts of you crossed my
mind,

I laughed and laughed as I cried,

And once more, rain poured
through the sunshine.

I smiled at the fact that the
treasure of love was not meant for
me. It is said that love is meaning-
less if the union is not accompa-
nied with separation. It is the one
who loses, who is in fact the find-
er. To an extent, one must get
what they deserve, so they may
value it and remain respectful.
Without separation, fire cannot be
kindled. One does not need to
remember the face of the beloved
for they are engraved in the heart.
Fire burns gradually. It neither
burns fully, nor is it extinguished
completely. It is only when all
idols are destroyed, that light
seeps through.

She got married; not to me but
to someone else. It did hurt me
immensely, but I did not cry. Lat-
er on, I got married too, and I
cherish my fate.

——

With the passage of time, a
strange restlessness found its
place inside me. It kept me anx-
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ious at every moment. It was a
common practice for me to leave
my home in the nights and roam
around aimlessly. I did not miss
that woman; however, I had a
yearning to meet somebody. Per-
haps I wanted to meet my reality.

There were illusions every-
where. From afar, it seemed like
the destination was near, but upon
nearing, all scenes disappeared
into the sand.

On hearing such talks, my
mother grew worried. She said,
“From where did you learn things
such as these? No one was like
this in our home before you.
Whose nature did you adopt?”’

Finally, God had mercy upon
me, and introduced me to a kind
soul. T hesitantly informed my
mother about my oath of spiritual
allegiance, presuming that she
would be angry with me for taking
an oath in another Sufi Order. But,
contrary to my thoughts, she was
delighted that I would learn to
love too, and that I would finally
find out how it rains in the ab-
sence of clouds.

“Mother, I am very happy. I
have found a spiritual master after
eighteen years of struggle.”

“Eighteen years are nothing!”
She announced and then suddenly
went silence, her face became a
picture of grief. Her voice carried
the same pain that I had felt on the
day she was sitting next to the
stove and setting fire to the wood-
en logs.

“Son, you have not chosen him,
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room and when I came out wear-
ing my school uniform, I found
everyone eating their breakfast.
My mother was making parathas.
On her right, an old-fashioned ra-
dio played a Naat (recitations in
praise of Prophet Muhammad
PBUH) and everyone listened to
it whilst entranced.

While making parathas, tears
flowed from my mother’s eyes. I
was stunned. To hide her tears, she
stirred the wooden logs in the
stove and said, “Why does the wet
wood not burn completely? They
just keep emitting smoke. Perhaps,
they do not know how to burn
down to ash.”

Both my grandfather and father
looked at her in surprise.

I wondered what the connection
between the burning of wet wood
and tears was? 1 did not under-
stand what had made her cry. But,
yes, if smoke enters an eye, it
does become moist.

L ————

This shower of rain in the ab-
sence of clouds was a mystery to
me. How can it rain when there is
sunshine all around? I have never
cried without reason. The only
times I had cried was when my
parents reprimanded me. I did not
like the idea of expressing love
through tears — a method adopted
by my family — and therefore, I
preferred intellect over the ways
of love.

Sarmad, the anguish of love is
not granted to the lustful.

The restlessness in a moth’s
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heart is not granted to flies.

It takes a lifetime to achieve
nearness to the beloved.

This is a treasure not reserved
for everyone.

Baba Ahmed Din Sarkar (RA)
passed away, and the gatherings
stopped taking place in our house.
Visits from his disciples dwindled
to once or twice in a year. When
they did show, they spoke about
their master and reflected on his
teachings.

Over time, my family moved to
another locality. My father con-
structed a new house at a little
distance away from the ancestral
home. The other brothers also left
the locality one after the other,
and due to these distances be-
tween the residences, there was a
reduced frequency in our daily
gatherings.

L

In the new locality, opposite our
home lived a beautiful young girl.
I was not very convinced about
love, but I would wait in the siz-
zling heat just to catch her sight. I
did not love her; I just liked her.

However, I found myself upset
on the days I could not see her.
When she became aware of my
feelings, she also began to wait
for me.

Sometimes, her eyes were teary,
and I would say with a smile,
“Are the hearts of people not
small? They start weeping over
minute things! How does this rain
shower in the absence of clouds?”
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My uncle screamed in ecstasy,
“Look! They are coming!” With
this, he fell down very close next
to his sewing machine.

When he gained consciousness,
his gaze was transfixed on the
door. My aunt was aware of my
uncle’s condition. She quickly
opened the door. Looking onto the
street, she said, “No one is here.”

Witnessing this, [ said to my
cousin, “This is all uncle’s hallu-
cination. My mother tells me if
we love someone very dearly, we
see them everywhere.”

I grew up seeing and hearing
about similar occurrences. My
uncle’s gaze did not move from
the door and remained transfixed.
After a while, he tried to stand up
as if he was in a hurry, and then
closed his eyes in peace. It
seemed like the one who he was
waiting for had come and left
after meeting him. After this, my
uncle closed his eyes, and his rest-
lessness ceased.

Whenever Baba Ahmed Din
(RA) visited our house, I looked
at him with great intent to find out
what it was that was so special
about him, to the extent that my
entire family loved him so much.

He was a human being like us. |
felt that it was just the love of his
disciples towards him and nothing
else. But, what kind of love was
this that everyone lost themselves
in it?

His personality was extraordi-

their place on mats only after he
was seated. When he spoke, no-
body talked amongst themselves;
they just sat around him listening
intently to everything he said, and
the sessions would come to a
close with dhikr.

My uncle’s son, Zahid, was of
my age; he was also my best
friend. He too was deeply in love
with Baba Ahmed Din (RA). He
sat silently in the gatherings and
during dhikr, he would become so
overwhelmed, that it often made
him sob. Every time this hap-
pened, I was angered by the sight
of my friend weeping.

One day, when I saw him weep,
I tugged at his arm and forcibly
dragged him out of the gathering.
“You will not sit amongst them
again,” I sternly announced. Hear-
ing this, he smiled.

——

“Wake up, son! The birds have
left their nests and you still lay in
your bed,” said my grandfather,
trying to wake me up.

I began to think to myself, “The
birds do not sit late into the night
to complete their homework, nei-
ther do they attend school.” With
this thought, I curled up onto my
opposite side and fell asleep again.

“It is time to go to school,” said
my mother, while removing my
sheet off me. She then placed
wooden logs on a stove made of
mud that was kept in the yard.
When the smoke filled my room, I
felt it was better to wake up than

narily majestic. Everyone took lay around. I went to the wash-
srore 5] 159 P



Heat of Separation

After taking the oath of allegiance, I met him for the first time amidst a
crowd of people who loved him dearly. However, I did not feel anything.
There was no storm nor chaos within the depths of my heart...

Ever since I was a child, I al-
ways found myself surrounded by
extremely loving people. My fam-
ily was my entire world. Our fami-
ly had taken the oath of allegiance
with the saint, Ahmed Din Chishti
Sarkar (RA), from the Chishtia
Sufi Order. All our relatives lived
nearby and had their homes adja-
cent to one another. My father had
eight brothers out of which, five
lived on the same street.

All conversations between the
elders in the family revolved
around the teachings of our spiritu-
al master. All talks began and end-
ed with his mention.

The basic lesson taught by Baba
Ahmed Din (RA) was the dhikr
(remembrance) of ‘Allah Hoo’. He
instructed us, “Keep repeating this
at all the times.”

I was the apple of my grandfa-
ther’s eyes and he would make me
sleep by his side. Each time he fell
asleep, I snuggled close to him
and tried to hear his heart beat. I
would very often hear the sound of
‘Allah Hoo’ beating in his heart,
and this left me staring at his chest
in astonishment. My grandfather
had not forgotten the lesson im-
parted by his master even in his
sleep. When the body fell asleep,
his heart remained immersed in
recitation.

When Baba Ahmed Din (RA)
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paid a visit to our home, or if my
grandfather paid him a visit, [ saw
that my grandfather would not
speak a word and remain silent.
He was a very restless man. Yet,
when his spiritual master placed
his hand upon my grandfather’s
head, he became tranquil.

Clouds of sadness rarely ap-
proached the vicinity of our home.
However, the eyes showered rain
limitlessly even in the absence of
clouds. It was very tough for me
to understand why and how tears
flowed from their eyes without
reason; especially when there was
no pain and sadness anywhere
around or in us.

I found my mother weep while
preparing chapatis, and my father
crying as he sewed clothes. And
the condition that was prevalent
with my younger uncle, Rafique,
was beyond my comprehension.

My uncle assisted my studies of
the Holy Quran. He listened to all
of my lessons and taught me new
ones, all as he continually sewed
clothes. One day, as I sat next to
him revising my lessons, he
stopped his sewing machine ab-
ruptly and spoke to my aunt in a
hurry, “There are guests arriving.
Arrange seating for them and
keep the house clean.”

My aunt asked in surprise,
“Who is expected to arrive?”
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Abdullah ibn Rawahah will take
charge as the commander. If he
also attains martyrdom on this
true path, then the command will
go to whoever you choose.’

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
handed the flag to Hazrat Zayd
ibn Harithah (RA). The colour of
the flag was white.

He instructed, ‘Visit the grave of
the martyred Harith ibn Umayr first,
and then convey the message of
Islam to the people. If they accept
Islam, then it is well and good, but
if they refuse, then ask for God’s
help, and fight against them.’

He also advised, ‘I advise you to
remain obedient to God, and do
good to your Muslim brethren
accompanying you on this jour-
ney. Do not deceive anyone, do
not be dishonest, and do not kill a
woman or child. Do not imprison
the old and those in seclusion, do
not damage or cut any trees, and
do not destroy any house.””

An army of three thousand sol-
diers proceeded towards Mu’tah.
Sharjeel al-Gassani received news
of the Army of Muslims leaving
from Medina. He sent an army of
one hundred thousand soldiers in
retaliation. Both armies came to a
confrontation at Balqa (Syria) and
the war began.

Hazrat Zayd ibn Harithah (RA)
carried the flag. His sword was
wreaking havoc among the ene-
mies’ ranks, until an enemy struck
a spear in his chest and he em-
braced martyrdom.
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It is narrated that Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) was sitting
with his companions in 4 /-Masjid
al-Nabawi. Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) could see everything that
was happening on the battle field,
as there was no veil between his
eyes and the Mu’tah. He de-
scribed the events on the battle
field as follows,

“The war has begun between the
warriors of truth and the Romans.
Zayd is fighting with the enemies,
and he has embraced martyrdom.
Now Jafar is fighting, and he is
also martyred. Now the flag is with
Abdullah, and he has also sacri-
ficed his life on the path of God.”

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
was teary-eyed while narrating the
news of his companions. Eventu-
ally, the Muslims won under the

command of Hazrat Khalid ibn al-
Walid (RA).

When Hazrat Zayd’s (RA)
daughter heard of her father’s
martyrdom, she began to cry.
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
cried too.

Hazrat Saad ibn Ubada (RA)
asked, “O Prophet of God
(PBUH), what is it that brought
tears to your eyes?”

The mercy to all realms, Proph-
et Muhammad (PBUH) replied,
“This is the love of the lover for
the beloved.”
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In the incident of Taif, Zayd
(RA) accompanied Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). When local
urchins were pelting stones at
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH),
Zayd (RA) tried to shield him. Both
of them were wounded.

A prominent aspect of Hazrat
Zayd’s (RA) life is fighting
against the evil. He was skilled in
archery and sword fighting. Brav-
ery was a distinguishing trait of
his personality, and his heart
brimmed with the spirit of sacri-
ficing his self for the true path.

He took part in seven missions.
On 8th Hijri, the battle of Mu’tah
took place between the Muslims
and Romans. Hazrat Zayd (RA)
was appointed as the commander.
It is written in the book, Baran-e-
Rehmat (PBUH)*:

“Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
wrote a letter to the governor of
Basra, Harith ibn Abi Shamir Al-
Gassani. He invited him to em-
brace Islam, and Hazrat Harith ibn
Umayr al-Azdi (RA) was appoint-
ed to deliver this letter. When he
reached Mu’tah, a rich man from
Qaiser, Sharjeel ibn Amr al-
Gassani inquired as to who he was
and where was he going. ‘Are you
the emissary of Muhammad
(PBUH)?’ He asked.

Hazrat Harith (RA) replied,
“Yes! I am the messenger of the

“My master is so kind and
compassionate that one’s
own parents are unable to be
this caring towards their chil-
dren. This is why, I prefer
slavery to my master over a
thousand offers of freedom.”

Prophet of God (PBUH).” Upon
hearing this, the man tied him
with ropes and beheaded him.

During that era, killing an am-
bassador was considered to be a
grave and unforgivable crime. No
one had ever attempted to kill an
ambassador before this incident.
This crime was considered to be a
declaration of war and even to this
day, it is considered a serious
crime.

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
was deeply saddened on hearing
this terrible news, and began to
prepare to enact justice for his
martyred companion.

The Muslims gathered at Jurf,
located at a distance of about
three miles from Medina. Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) arrived there
and offered the Zuhr prayers, after
which he addressed his compan-
ions thus:

‘I appoint Zayd ibn Harithah as
the commander of the troops. If
he is martyred, Jafar ibn Abi Talib
will take over the command. If he
embraces martyrdom too, then

* With the blessing of God, the book ‘Baran-e-Rehmat (PBUH)’ is included in
the curriculum of M.A in Bahuddin Zakariya University, Multan, Pakistan.
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When Prophet (PBUH) declared
Zayd (RA) his adopted son, Zayd’s
father Harithah, brother, and uncle
were highly impressed, and so they
returned to their country with great
happiness.

A poet has expressed Zayd’s
(RA) immense love for Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) in the fol-
lowing verses:

Choicest among the ranks of loy-
alists, Hazrat Zayd.

Famous as the son of the King of
the faithful (PBUH), Hazrat Zayd.

The wise and the intellectuals
declared united,

The first amongst the obedient to
the Prophet (PBUH) was Hazrat
Zayd.

Among the companions of the
Prophet (PBUH),

Mentioned in the Quran by his
name is Hazrat Zayd.

Estranged as a child from his
parents,

Like Joseph, he too was offered in
sale, Hazrat Zayd.

Bibi Khadija brought him to the
King of both worlds (PBUH),

And presented him as a fine gift in
service, Hazrat Zayd.

The father hearing news of his
lost son,

Like Jacob, his heart did not rest
for a moment.

Arriving at Makkah, he placed the
woes of his heart before the King
(PBUH),

Who replied, ‘This matter is not
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for me to decide, but for Zayd.’
The trial tough,
The soul seized by confusion,

The heart though grieved, watch-
ing the restless father,

Was also drunk in the love for the
Prophet (PBUH).

Reason said, “Oh! I accept the
ease of this world.”

Love argued, “Comfort is just an
embarrassment on this path.”

“Cheers,

”

Reason replied, You

earned a throne of roses.
Love argued back, “I am just fine
with my bed of thorns.”

Finally, holding the hem of the
Holy Prophet (PBUH), said Haz-
rat Zayd,

‘A million freedoms be sacrificed
for the sake of your slavery.’”

The events that were narrated
until now are those that occurred
before the prophethood of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). Hazrat
Zayd (RA) was one of the few
early believers such as Bibi
Khadija (RA), Hazrat Abu Bakr
(RA), and Hazrat Ali (RA).

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
had established a brotherhood
between his uncle, Hazrat Hamza
(RA) and with Zayd ibn Harithah
(RA). Zayd’s (RA) immense love
for Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
and the spirit of sacrificing his life
for the Prophet (PBUH) was his
lifeline. Regardless of life’s up-
heavals, Zayd (RA) remained loyal
to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).
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The pilgrims returned to their
tribe, and gave Harithah ibn
Sharahil the news of his son, and
delivered Zayd’s (RA) message.
Upon hearing the message, the
hopeless father beamed with joy.
He immediately set out for Mak-
kah with his brother, Kaab, and
his other son, Jabla.

When the grief-stricken father
met Prophet Muhammad (PBUH),
all of his grief that he had accumu-
lated over the years of separation
flowed out as tears. Sobbing, he
said, “O descendant of Quraysh, O
Ibn Abd al-Muttalib, O caretaker
of haram, O the helper of the poor
and troubled, I am in severe trou-
ble! For God’s sake, bring me my
son and allow me to take him with
me. [ will give you all my wealth
in return for his liberty.”

The mercy to all of mankind,
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH),
consoled the grieving father and
asked, “Who is your son?”’

Harithah replied, “Zayd.”

The kind Prophet (PBUH) re-
plied, “I will accept whatever
Zayd decides on this matter. If he
wishes to return with you, I have
no objection to this. I will let him
go with you without accepting
any payment. However, if he
wants to stay with me, then I will
be unable to forcibly separate him
from me.”

Zayd (RA) was called for. He
instantly recognised his father,
uncle, and brother, but out of
great respect for the Prophet
(PBUH), he did not divert his
attention towards them.
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Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
said, “Zayd, do you know them?”

He replied, “Yes. They are my
father, uncle, and brother.”

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
then said, “Get up and meet them.”

Upon hearing the order, Zayd
(RA) got up and greeted everyone.
His heartbroken father hugged him
and cried so much that everyone
present there became teary eyed.

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
then said, “Zayd, they are here to
take you back with them. You are
free to go, if that is your wish.”

Hazrat Zayd ibn Harithah (RA)
replied, “O my master! I prefer no
one over you, please do not send
me away.”

When Harithah ibn Sharahil
heard this, he exclaimed in shock,
“Alas! You chose slavery over
your freedom, family, and your
own country.”

Zayd (RA) replied, “My master
is so kind and compassionate that
one’s own parents are unable to
be this caring towards their chil-
dren. This is why, I prefer slavery
to my master over a thousand
offers of freedom.”

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
was extremely delighted to hear
Zayd’s (RA) answer and immedi-
ately set him free.

It is said that Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) took Zayd (RA) to the
Holy Kaaba and announced to the
people of Quraysh, “O people, bear
witness that from today onwards
Zayd is my son, with mutual rights
of inheritance.”
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humans and jinn.

The thieves brought the eight-
year-old Zayd ibn Harithah to the
market of Ukkaz, situated in the
outskirts of Makkabh. It is here that
Bibi Khadija’s (RA) nephew, Ha-
kim ibn Hizam, bought him in
exchange for four hundred dir-
hams and gifted Zayd to his aunt.

When  Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) was married to Bibi
Khadija (RA), he saw Zayd ibn
Harithah (RA) with her, and liked
his mannerisms. Bibi Khadija
(RA) offered him to Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). This is how
the boy who had lost his mother at
a very tender age, was brought by
God to the most loving mother; a
mother who is the mercy to all
creations and worlds. Under the
care and affection of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), the stature
of the young child was elevated.
Can anyone fathom the fortune of
such a servant?

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
treated Zayd ibn Harithah (RA)
like his own son. Zayd (RA) him-
self loved the Prophet (PBUH) so
much that he remained faithful to
him all his life, and even laid
down his life for him.

| ———s20000C000=——

Time passed and days turned
into months, and months into
years. Zayd (RA) continued to live
happily and peacefully in Makkah
with Prophet Muhammad (PBUH),
while his father was still waiting
for his return. One accepts fate,
and becomes patient after the pass-
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ing of a loved one, but remains
restless for one who is lost.

The time had come for Zayd
(RA) to finally meet his family.
Some people from Zayd’s (RA)
tribe went to Makkah for Hajj.

As mentioned earlier, Harithah’s
lamentations had gained populari-
ty amongst people. The pilgrims
were reciting the verses expressed
by Harithah and destiny had
brought Zayd to the exact place
where the people from his tribe
had halted. When Zayd (RA)
passed by, they were shocked to
see him there.

Immediately recognising him as
Harithah’s son, they asked for his
name and the details of his life’s
events as confirmation.

They informed him about his
father’s condition and asked that
he come along with them. But
Zayd (RA) was not the same any-
more. He, in the love of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), had reached
a point where love for parents and
acquaintances had become sec-
ondary. He said to the pilgrims,

“Do tell my grieving family that
though I am away from them, I
still love my nation and its people.
I live in the Holy Kaaba near
Mashar al-Haram. Ask them to
forget this grief that keeps them
sad, and not to waste themselves
by wandering here and there. I am
grateful to God that I am living
with a prestigious household. 1
live with the nobles of Ma’ad ibn
Adnan, in whose lineage, rulers
rise in succession.”
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The Meaning of Love

They informed him about his father’s condition and asked that he come
along with them. But Zayd (RA) was not the same anymore. He, in the
love of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), had reached a point where love
for parents and acquaintances had become secondary.

Harithah ibn Sharahil was the
chief of a prominent Yemeni Kalb
tribe. He and his wife, Suda bint
Thaalaba, had three children; a
daughter named Asma and two
sons, Jabla and Zayd. The piety in
the parents was reflected in their
children too. Their days passed
with laughter and joy until they
were struck by a calamity.

Suda bint Thaalaba once visited
her parents with the eight-year-old
Zayd. During their stay, their tribe
was attacked by a rival tribe, who
looted their houses, and captured
the young Zayd. Both parents were
devastated by their son’s abduc-
tion. Zayd’s father left no stone
unturned in his efforts to search for
him, looking everywhere, in the
towns, cities and villages, but he
found no trace of him.

In his son’s grief, Harithah ibn
Sharahil was found pleading to
the winds, birds, trees, and stones
to bring him some news of his
son. His lamentations became
well known. It is said that when
he recited these requests in his
mourning with intense grief, even
his enemies would be saddened:

“I cry in Zayd’s remembrance.
[ know not how and where he is,

I know not if he has transitioned
or still alive,

[ therefore, remain hopeful of his
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return.

In the name of God, I keep asking,
if you are lost in this earth

or consumed by the mountains.

I wish I knew if you would ever
come back.

There is no one who can lighten
up my world like thee.

The sunrise reminds me of him,

And the sundown again, ignite his
thoughts.

These winds flare up my pain of
separation.

Ah! I am suffering from so much
grief and pain.

O dear son, I will look for you in
all the corners of this world,

And will not give up on this
search for the rest of my life;

Until my camel tires, or death
befalls me.

All humans perish; however, they
have been deluded by the illusion
of hope.”

After some time, Zayd’s mother
passed away. Hundreds of nights
and days passed with Zayd sepa-
rated from his family.

Behold the blessings of God!
The honour that was destined by
God for the lost son of Harithah
ibn Sharahil, is desired by both
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Contemplation helps in unearthing the mechanism of the manifesta-
tions. From the sky to the earth, the mechanism of every manifestation is
Noor (Divine Light), and Noor is based upon Tajjali and Tadalla (the
higher stages of Divine light). Fuaad, which is explained above, is in the
realm of Tadalla.

“When He was on the uppermost horizon. Then He drew
nigh and came down. Till He was (distant) two bows length
or even nearer. And He revealed unto His slave that which
He revealed. The heart lied not (in seeing) what it saw.”’

(Quran, 53: 7-11)

The aforementioned verses of Chapter A /-Najam in the Quran explain
the law of dimensions. When the dimensions become quiescent, one at-
tains nearness to the reality. In the Night of Ascension, God became so
close to His beloved Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) that the distance be-
tween them cannot be explained. God has certified this nearness by say-
ing, “The heart did not falsify what it saw.”

God has given testimony to Fuaad (seeing through the heart) being
credible. At this stage, the proximity of creatures with reality is so great
that the distance between them cannot be gauged.

The wisdom of Fuaad is attained by following the voice of the con-
science. The conscience acts as an alarm to keep the mind centered and
does not let it go astray. To reach this stage, one has to stop placing ex-
pectations on creatures and must remain in direct obedience to God. It is
then that the mind, which is habituated to see things on the surface level
(dimensions), goes beyond it and unearths the mechanism of manifesta-
tion. And the mechanism behind all manifestations is that — God
surrounds all creations.

May God protect you.
A
s

______.- L.- W "'__
'
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example, the object we call a cupboard, is not a cupboard in the world of
dots. It is our limited angle of perception that shapes these dots into a
cupboard. For the inner eye, a cupboard is the formation of dots moving
at unfathomable speeds.

Read this once again for profound understanding.

If you want to see things in their true form, you have to be aware of the
realm that is beyond the sub-consciousness. There, every object or being
is present in the form of circles or dots. The perception with which we
observe things in this physical world shows us the sequence of these dots
as objects, such as a mountain, cloud, the Sun, the Moon, stars, a table, a
pen, an inkpot, chairs, sparrows, cows, giraffes, jinn or mankind.

A dot is also a dimension but it is uniform in all directions. So much so
that one cannot tell from where it begins and where it ends. Its outer and
inner are alike. When one is liberated from the impression of these di-
mensions and witnesses the foundation of a being, they reach the stage of
seeing through the heart (Fuaad).

The following verses of the Quran explain the method to rid oneself of
the influence of dimensions.

“Your comrade erreth not, nor is deceived; Nor doth he
speak of desire.” (Quran, 53:2-3)

The life of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is guided by Wahi
(revelation). He submitted his will to the will of God. This way of living
protects one from delusions and going astray. Contrary to this, when
one's attention is not centered upon God, they go astray. The study of the
life of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) tells us that he practiced contempla-
tion from early childhood.

From morning to evening, he would spend time in the desert where he
contemplated the unending sky and the infinite horizon. During his stay in
the Cave of Hira, he meditated upon the universal affairs and the signs of
God. All his life, he listened to the voice of his conscience and acted upon
it. The miracles, events and affairs in the life of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) show us a mind that is submitted to the will of God and free from
the influence of dimensions.

The beloved of God and the mercy to all the universe, Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), is the epitome of peace that shelters both friends
and foes alike. His foes acknowledged him as the most impeccable figure
and referred to him Sadiq and Amin (the truthful and the keeper), yet they
did not accept his message, for they were under the influence of the cus-
toms of their forefathers.
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God has blessed mankind with the ability to acquaint themselves with
the mind that is free from dimensions.

The sight that is active in the material world perceives everything in
dimensions. For example, a building is a six-dimensional structure, but
one sees only one dimension at a time. A seed contains a whole tree with-
in it but no one sees the tree in the seed, not until the tree takes its physi-
cal form. And when they see the tree grown out of the seed, the seed dis-
appears from their eyes, and this is despite the fact that the tree is present
within the seed and the seed is present within the tree.

Sperm is another example that can explain this phenomenon. Being a
dimension in itself, the sperm encapsulates a microfilm of a six feet tall
man or a five-tonne elephant. But one bound by time and space is incapa-
ble of seeing the entire film concurrently.

A sight that is free from the influence of dimensions can observe all the
sides of a building at once, the tree in a seed and the seed in a tree, and
also the stages of life in a sperm. It is impossible for a person to ignore
dimensions when they are gripped by limitations. Because, only a mind
that is free from limitations is able to ignore the spell of dimensions.
Since people are influenced by dimensions, they are unable to see them-
selves without it, and hence they need a mirror to see themselves, and a
mirror is in itself a dimension.

What have you understood about dimensions?

The universe summates into a dot. When the dot opens up, the time and
space within it expands and the dimensions multiply from two into four
and four into sixteen. When a dot expands, it moves dot by dot and there-
fore, the division or expansion of the dot is also a dot. This dot which has
so much significance in the universe is also the basis of the spiritual as-
pect of human beings. The famous Sufi poet and Saint, Baba Bulleh Shah
(RA) says,

Ain (¢)and Ghayn ( f/)are the same in dimensions.

1t is the dot which has created all the uproar.
My master has only taught me the dot.

(Ain and Ghayn are letters of the Urdu alphabet which are same in
shape. What makes the latter distinct from the former, is a dot that is
placed on Ghayn.)

We live in a world of dimensions, which is different from our inner
world. In the inner world, every being appears in the form of dots. For
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was revealed to him. After that, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) observed
the Divine lights in Hijab-e-Mahmood*, and at the station of Mahmood*,
he witnessed God, the creator of the universe.

“By the Star when it setteth. Your comrade erreth not, nor is
deceived. Nor doth he speak of his desire. It is naught save
an inspiration that is inspired, which one of mighty powers
hath taught him. One vigorous; and He grew clear to view.
When He was on the uppermost horizon. Then He drew
nigh and came down. Till He was (distant) two bows length
or even nearer. And He revealed unto His slave that which
He revealed. The heart lied not (in seeing) what it saw.”

(Quran 53:1-11)
According to the Holy Quran, there are three stages of the heart.

(1) Qalb
(2) Sadr
(3) Fuaad

® Qalb is a shell or body. It is an outer covering that goes through the
process of expansion and contraction incessantly.

e Sadr is a stage where the meanings within information begin to develop.

e [‘uaad is the source of information or life.

God has attributed the seeing of Fuaad as the sight of the heart, but
what is the sight of the heart? God has created all beings with faces and
features, but He Himself is free from all dimensions, and this attribute of
Him is dominant in all His attributes.

The Mighty God who blesses us with innumerable provisions is self-
sufficient. He is neither anyone’s child, nor does He have kin. He pro-
vides provisions to all, irrespective of whether He is obeyed or not. He is
the First, the Last, the Apparent and the Unseen. Even if all the trees on
earth were pen and oceans ink, the attributes of God would not come to
an end. How much one learns about Him, is the limit of their own under-
standing. God is beyond all understandings and perceptions.

On the contrary, creatures are bound by time and space and are also
dependent on resources. If the creatures have no movement, they become
nothing worth mentioning. What stirs movement in them is the command
of God. We know that creatures have kin, and they themselves are chil-
dren of someone. Creatures are numerable, but God is One.

*Name of realms above seven heavens.
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to see it. A camera takes pictures only when one presses the shutter but-
ton. Similarly, the image in a mind is formed only when one blinks.
Without this, the dimensions before them will disappear. Thus, it is the
working of a shutter or the blinking of the eyes that creates dimensions or
divides a space into multiple spaces (dimensions). The eye of the mind
transforms a perception into thought, thought into conception, conception
into feelings, and feelings into manifestation.

One receives a thought before they see through their physical eyes. Peo-
ple travel to far off places in their thoughts and return to where they are
present physically. No matter how free a thought is from the restrictions of
time and space and how far it reaches, as long as an individual is bound by
the body, they interpret their thoughts through an illusion. If a mind is
under the impression of the body (space, dimensions), whatever it wit-
nesses will be considered an illusion. This is because the body is a dimen-
sion, and a dimension depicts a single object as multiple shapes.

A dream state is different from the state of wakefulness. In the state of
wakefulness, one’s consciousness is dominated by space, which is not the
case in the state of dreams. Here, time is dominant and space remains
subservient to a certain extent. The sight that functions in the state of
dreams, also works in the realm of Aaraf This realm is not influenced by
matter in any way, and is free from the working of yeast. Out of the five
ways of seeing, four of them are influenced by illusion, in one way or
another. However, the sight which has been certified by God to be free
from illusion, is that of the heart.

On the night of 27th Rajab, when Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was
resting at his home, the Archangel Gabriel (PBUH) visited him, and
washed his heart with Zamzam (holy water). With this, the journey of
Mairaj (ascension) began. At first, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) went to
Bayt al-Magdas (Al-Agsa Mosque), where he led prayers with all Proph-
ets of God (PBUT) behind him. He then left for heavens and visited its
seven levels. After this, he witnessed Bayt al-Mamur*. On this blessed
journey, when Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) reached Sidrat al-
Muntaha*, the Archangel Gabriel (PBUH) apologised that he could go
no further, and stated, “I cannot go beyond this realm, this is my limit.”
The famous Urdu poet Mirza Ghalib has expressed these feelings in his
poetry as:

“(/7 D] ‘f C}/ (/’:/"/,L;’/..{/ﬁ"
“Even if I move slightly beyond this limit, my wings will burn.”

The beloved Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) journeyed the remaining
distance alone. He witnessed Hijab-e-Azmat*, and then Hijab-e-Kibriya*

core 501 171 A



Message of the Day

The heart lied not (in seeing) what it saw. (Quran, 53:11)

Awareness of the seen and unseen realms are dependent upon one’s
calibre. Awareness leads to profound comprehension, and comprehension
leads to the depth of things. When one reaches the depths of things, they
begin to witness the mechanism that functions in every being. In the pro-
cess of comprehension, the stage of witnessing empowers one to leave
the bounds of the finite, one step at a time, and explore the infinite world.
To see or witness something is to know the mechanism that operates
within it; else it is not deemed as truly seeing.

Beyond our sight, there are innumerable manifestations that we label as
the ghaib or unseen; however, they are not ghaib in reality. The universe,
on the surface level, is divided into incalculable worlds (dimensions) but
the inner of the universe is free from dimensions. Therefore, one whose
mind is influenced by dimensions is habituated in seeing things in dimen-
sions. Hence, the reason to see the dimensions or beyond them, lies with
people who are dimension themselves. Every specie and members of it
are created in distinct dimensions or proportions in order to maintain
their uniqueness. Therefore, to see the ghaib, one’s observations must be
free from the influence of dimensions.

For example, Zayd is a dimension, and therefore he sees everything in
dimensions. But there is an entity within Zayd that is free from these
dimensions.

Dear readers! Read the ‘Message of the Day’ and write down the se-
crets that are unfolded within it.

There are five ways of seeing:
Seeing through one’s eyes after seeing an image in mind.
Seeing in thoughts.
Seeing in dreams.

D=

Seeing in Aaraf (the realm where souls rest after passing away from
this world).

5. Seeing through one’s heart.

An individual assumes that they see through their eyes, whereas the
fact is that, if an image does not form in their mind, their eyes are unable
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